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The Age Collection II

To mark Queen Elizabeth II celebrating her Sapphire Jubilee, the 
first British monarch to do so, and to commemorate the moment 
she became the longest reigning living sovereign, Royal Salute has 
created one of the most precious whisky collections in the world, 
The Royal Salute Age Collection II. 

This exceptional collection has been developed by Royal Salute’s 
master blender Sandy Hyslop, and boasts over 380 years of whisky 
housed in 10 stunning crystal decanters. These are truly the jewels 
in Royal Salute’s crown – containing the rarest and most coveted 
whisky from the Royal Salute Vault, in the oldest working distillery 
in the Highlands of Scotland.

This collection comes from the heart and soul of the Royal Salute 
story. The time-honoured Scotch whisky was created to mark  
the Queen’s 1953 coronation. Sixty-five years on, Royal Salute’s 
craft and skill is still a rare pleasure – with the luxury of time as  
its most important ingredient. 

The Age Collection II is a showcase of the blender’s art and time’s 
subtle craftsmanship. It comes mounted on an American Oak 
plinth, with each blend resting in a handcrafted crystal bottle, made 
using techniques dating back to the first century A.D. This is a 
special opportunity to understand Royal Salute’s endless quest to 
honour the most distinguished palates.
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A Taste of the Blender’s Art

The artist behind the blends for The Age Collection II is Sandy 
Hyslop, Royal Salute’s master blender. In his 34 years of service  
to the whisky industry, Sandy’s attention to detail and pursuit  
of perfection has made him famous across all of Scotland’s 
distilleries and blending rooms. With the passion of a true collector, 
Sandy loved the inspiration and expression at the heart of this 
remarkable collection of whiskies. 

“Creating The Age Collection II was a rare pleasure for a master 
blender,” Sandy explains. “I could work with the kind of extremely 
rare whiskies that only a handful of people will ever have the 
opportunity to taste. The result is a truly unique and beautiful 
collection. A gift from a collector to collectors.”

In fact, the term ‘limited edition’ is an often-used phrase in whisky 
making. In the case of The Age Collection II it is the fundamental 
principle behind each blend and is key to the essence of every 
precious drop. Each one of these exquisite blends has been crafted 
within the sampling room, using the precisest of measurements  
to create a truly one-off, never to be repeated collection of bespoke 
blends. The maturation age of each individual whisky offers the 
best quality nose and smoothest finish. They represent the finest 
examples of whisky making from the hands – and palate – of our 
master blender. These couture blends demonstrate the subtle 
effects of Royal Salute’s most valuable ingredient – time. 

After the last drop has been finished, and we suggest you take it 
slowly, the world will never taste these pinnacles of the blender’s 
craft again.

The 25-year-old 
This is a fragrant, yet complex blended malt, bringing together 
deliciously sweet notes, alongside a sublime, creamy oak. At a 
quarter of a century old, it pays homage to Queen Elizabeth II’s 
age the year she ascended the throne. It contains a significant 
influence from hogshead casks, and, at its heart, malt whisky from  
arguably one of Scotland’s most beautiful distilleries.

Nose Notes of aromatic Earl Grey tea and swathes of fresh citrus fruit zest. 

Taste Sweet, with layers of honey, orchard fruit, toffee apple and freshly whipped vanilla cream. 

Finish Long, refined and rich. 
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The 27-year-old 
At 27 years old – the same age at which Queen Elizabeth II was 
crowned – this blended whisky demonstrates the skill of perfectly 
balancing the subtleties of lengthy oak ageing, whilst preserving 
the fresh and vibrant characteristics synonymous with the Speyside 
region of whisky making. Drawing its influences from first-fill 
American White Oak casks gives this a highly developed fruitiness, 
with complex spice notes reinforcing its majestic character. 

Nose Creamy caramel toffee notes, leading to wonderfully nutty aromas and  

 fragrant vanilla. 

Taste Toasted hazelnuts covered in milk chocolate, backdropped by a warming   

 cinnamon spice and notes of sweet oak. 

Finish Lengthy, with a drying spiciness.

The 30-year-old 
This blend lays claim to taking its influence from a Speyside malt 
distillery now highly revered amongst many of the finest master 
blenders as one of the most ‘complete’ and desirable single malt 
whiskies in Scotland. This ‘blenders favourite’ comes perfectly to 
the fore, acting as the foundation for the blend to deliver a unique 
richness, alongside a broad, complex fruitiness.

Nose Plump raisins and dried figs give way to a lighter toasted almond note and swirling,  

 warming spices. 

Taste Dark chocolate gingers coat the palate, with returning elements of dried fruit and  

 a creamy vanilla note. 

Finish Warm and slightly dry. 

The 35-year-old 
The 35 years of maturing behind this blended malt bring a distinctly 
different level of aromatic complexity to the collection. Alongside 
the outstandingly well balanced notes that come from long years 
maturing in fine quality oak barrels comes a tantalising smokiness, 
driven by malt whiskies from the truly magical island of Islay. Here,  
you’ll find some of Scotland’s most distinct and characterful whiskies,  
where wafts of peat smoke are gently carried on the coastal breeze. 

Nose A distinct, but perfectly balanced smokiness, with notes of Lapsang Souchong   

 tea, gentle oak and sweet orchard fruits. 

Taste Notes of fresh, ripe pears, vanilla-infused white chocolate and a return of the   

 subtle smoke, intermingle with a subtle, sweet maltiness.

Finish Long, with lingering swathes of smoke and sweet oak. 
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The 37-year-old 
This blend takes influence from a higher proportion of whiskies 
matured in virgin oak casks. These casks are used to great effect  
to deliver a unique spicy note to a whisky, alongside darker 
chocolate notes. Consider this a late night whisky, to relax with 
when all is quiet and serene. 

Nose Concentrated plum jam notes intermingle with fresh blackcurrant aromas. 

Taste The fruitiness continues, with a deep, rich intensity, sitting alongside sweet   

 spices, including nutmeg and a sensation of bonfire embers.

Finish Medium to long, dry and complimented perfectly by the cask influence.

The 40-year-old 
Blended to honour the Queen’s role as the 40th monarch since 
William the Conqueror came to the throne 1,000 years ago,  
this proudly sits as the closest relative to the classic Royal Salute 
style: superbly refined, regal and contemplative, but with an 
intriguing heart of spiciness and fresh fruitiness. 40 long years  
of maturation have given the component parts in this outstanding 
blend another level of peerlessness. A whisky where wisdom is 
almost certainly one of its finest attributes. 

Nose Notes of ripe peach and dark glazed cherries arrive first, alongside a sweet,   

 refined maltiness and aromatic cedarwood. 

Taste More orchard fruits, creamy oak and dark chocolate notes all combine with a   

 touch of cinnamon and cedar to complete this masterpiece. 

Finish Incredibly long, with dark spiciness. 

The 42-year-old 
This is a blended malt, which could perhaps best be described  
also an older, more ‘athletic sibling’ to the classic Royal Salute.  
It takes the existing complexities of the original, and hones them 
into bigger, bolder and hugely muscular-yet-flavoursome qualities.  
This is a whisky which very much intends to conquer one’s senses.

Nose Sweet honeycomb and ripe pear notes build into a crescendo of oak and old   

 fashioned candy.

Taste Surprisingly fruity at first, with pear drops, rich toffee and fragrant notes, leading  

 to a more robust, yet perfectly balanced oak.

Finish Medium, tangy and fruity.
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The 45-year-old 
This blend is very much in-keeping with the house style that  
has made Royal Salute world famous – and the blended whisky  
by which all others should be judged. At the heart of this  
boutique blend is an extraordinary creaminess, largely driven by 
supreme quality American Oak casks, which helps to create a 
further exciting chapter in the continued legacy of Royal Salute. 

Nose Unctuous crème anglaise, with notes of ripe apricots and light, buttery caramel.

Taste An outstanding complexity brings further ripe orchard fruits, soft creamy vanilla  

 and a touch of lightly charred crème brûlée.   

Finish Medium, viscous and very creamy. 

The 50-year-old 
This is the penultimate masterpiece in this journey of true 
discovery into the master blender’s artistry. At half a century old,  
it takes its wisdom and refinement from being given the time  
to slowly mature, each decade developing another unique quality, 
influenced along the way by the broader range of flavours only  
an exceptional quality cask can deliver.

Nose An intense note of treacle toffee, stewed damsons and rich bramble jam.  

Taste The fruit intensifies with dried plums, further layers of dark toffee and cocoa,  

 leading to an unexpected twist of sweet cinnamon spice. 

Finish Long, dry and very complex.

The 55-year-old 
This is the crowning achievement in this superb collection.  
You’ll need to truly prepare yourself for the experience which  
the first sip of this incredible whisky delivers. The oldest  
Royal Salute ever to be created, its sublime, peerless character 
comes from the blender’s ability to balance whiskies from 
Scotland’s most landmark distilleries with a mastery which only 
true experience allows. Precision blending at its very finest.

Nose Liquorice spices lead into fresh blueberries, all backdropped by complex  

 manuka honey and spicy sandalwood.  

Taste Abundant in dried fruit notes, including pineapple, apricots and fresher notes  

 of red apple. The experience continues with dry, spiced notes of cinnamon,  

 star anise and clove, leading to a wonderful conclusion of creamy oak. 

Finish Very long, spicy and complex. 
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A Story of Extraordinary Craft

Given the care and attention lavished in the creation of 10 such 
remarkable blends, the obvious question is who could possibly 
design and build something worthy to hold this bespoke collection? 
For the answer we had to search for the finest craftsmen, the  
best makers and the perfect materials.

Studio Mackereth

Building a strong wooden plinth to showcase a collection as 
precious as this required the perfect blend of superb designer and  
noble material to show these proud bottles at their finest. For this, 
Royal Salute turned to architect and designer Sally Mackereth, 
whose practice, Studio Mackereth, specialises in high-end residential  
buildings, global luxury retail design, galleries and bespoke furniture.  
Mackereth previously collaborated with Royal Salute in the creation 
of the Royal Salute Vault in South Korea. Accessed through a 
secret door in a quiet library, The Vault is designed to express 
tradition and innovation. “We wanted to take guests on the Royal 
Salute journey from start to finish,” she explains.

For the Age Collection, Studio Mackereth’s care extended to the 
tiniest detail – a regular collaborator of the studio, graphic designer 
Stephen Coates, created a new identity for the collection. The 
font, Coates explains, uses the classical letterform used on pillars 
and ancient buildings, but with small elements of some letters 
missing, giving the feeling of time-weathered stone. 

The mountains and valleys of the plinth’s design pay tribute to  
the weathered stone of Speyside valley – home to the sparkling 
River Spey and Royal Salute’s Strathisla distillery. The gentle, 
slow-weathering hills were laid down over 500 million years ago 
by ancient volcanoes, now long gone. Four Ice Ages and 50 million 
years of river erosion mean the hard rock carries only pure water, 
with no minerals or waste. It’s these wise peaks and valleys that 
give Speyside whisky it’s soft, smooth flavour.

Above: Sally 
Mackereth. 
Opposite: Studio 
Mackereth’s early 
sketches reveal 
the ideas for  
the plinth and 
its relationship 
to time. 
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Whisky’s cradle: the American Oak

Choosing the wood for the plinth was simple – these warm, rich 
curves have been carved out of American Oak. Growing in the 
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, American Oaks are 
steeped in tradition – from the ancient art of the martial arts 
dojo, where American Oak is prized as the ideal wood, to whisky 
makers, who allow their precious liquid to mature in only the 
finest barrels. Nearly 90% of all the world’s whisky is matured in 
American Oak barrels - usually toasted to create a layer of charcoal 
that filters the raw young spirit’s harsh flavour. So while oak 
barrels are charred on the inside, giving them a dark warm colour, 
the pure light wood of this plinth is nature’s own.

Why is American Oak the preferred source of wood for a barrel 
of fine scotch whisky? Partly because the work of the tree’s natural 
oils, which are drawn out of the cask over time, give whisky its 
distinctive flavour, and partly because, like Royal Salute, American 
Oak takes its own leisurely time to mature. Only when a tree is at 
least 50 years old does it produce its first large crop of acorns – 
almost as long as it takes to mature Royal Salute 55YO. Like the 
smoky finish of Royal Salute, American Oaks are in no rush to  
go anywhere. Trees live for 300 years – with the founding Charter 
Oak of Connecticut reaching at least 700 years old. 

One of the 
remaining scions 
of the original 
Charter Oak 
in Hartford, 
Connecticut, USA.
Photo: Msact
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Dartington Crystal

Creating The Age Collection’s delicate crystal flagon was  
as complex and challenging a task as every other aspect  
of this remarkable collection. Each one was handblown by  
an expert team at Dartington Crystal – a traditional glass 
manufacturer based in the Devon town of Torrington. 

Huge furnaces melt fused quartz crystal – formed when 
lightning strikes sand – overnight for 10 hours, at raging 
temperatures, to produce soft, molten glass. A specialist  
team of artisans – led by master blower Brian Cook – handcrafts  
each bottle. First, in a move known as a gather, the perfect 
quantity of molten glass for one decanter is scooped out of  
a vast clay pot on the tip of a long, hollow blowing pipe. 

Royal Salute’s The Age Collection II decanter is, in fact, two  
separate containers, with one snuggling inside the other. The  
inner bottle is indigo blue glass. The outer is sparkling lead  
crystal. Dartington’s skilled craftsmen explain the nuances  
of this complicated process as “like blowing up two balloons,  
one inside the other.”

Right: the 
quartz reaches 
temperatures of 
1,600°C, making 
it soft enough  
to be cut using 
shears, creating 
a neat edge 
for the rim of 
the decanter. 
Opposite: a ball 
of molten crystal 
sits sun-like in 
a paddle.
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Right: the let-
tering on each 
flagon is worked 
on by highly 
skilled craftsmen.  
Opposite: a 
finished blown 
decanter resting 
in the Dartington 
workshop.

As they blow down their long tubes, the team uses paddles  
of densely packed damp newspaper to roll over the surface  
of the glass.

As they roll, an almost magical transformation takes place – the  
glass surface, in contact with the damp paper, becomes smooth 
and takes on a glossy sheen. The paper, in contrast, fuses into  
a dark, dense, compact block with a fine grain, resembling the  
hard wood of the paper’s birth. As befits such alchemy, a pool  
of smoke appears in the groove of the paddle, resting like a low, 
midnight mist once the blower has laid the paddle down.

The master blower then presses molten glass into a graphite  
mould to create the perfect shape for use in The Age Collection II.  
And it really is about perfection: for every decanter in The Age 
Collection II, Cook and his team will have rejected at least four 
finished decanters due to slight imperfections.

All told – from the oven to the hand-cut ridges in the base (called  
the ice) of the decanter – it takes four days and 14 skilled artisans  
to produce one decanter. Time, precision, care, experience and  
craft – what else did you expect from Royal Salute?
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Created in 1953 to mark the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II,  
Royal Salute combines timeless tradition with the instinctive skill  
of the craftsman.

For our celebrated signature blend, only whiskies that have slowly 
blossomed in the cask for at least 21 years are eligible. Only the 
finest are chosen. Only the skill of the master blender can tease  
out their truest beauty. As a result, we appreciate the value of time 
in a way few other brands can imagine. That’s why we’re bound 
up with the tradition of royalty – we both promise continuity and 
flexibility, connecting nations and generations with tradition but 
remaining fully present in the modern world. We also like to think 
it’s about shared values: continuity, perfection, generosity and magic.

The Age Collection’s work with Studio Mackereth is one in a series 
of forward-thinking collaborations with leading British artisans, 
designers and makers. 

As we say in Scotland when we raise a dram, saoghal fada is soirbheas 
– may your life outlast the mountains and your good fortune be as 
limitless as the seas…

Royal Salute
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Royal Salute would like to thank the following for their 
contributions to The Age Collection II project: Adrian Lambert

Dartington Crystal / Jake Noakes / James Cheadle 
Studio Mackereth / Stephen Armstrong / Thinkers Consulting

www.royalsalute.com
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